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wholly mistaken in thinking that it is these rare
spirits which sustain, enliven, and enrich the world.
And yet they seem to be regarded with no special
favour 4>y the Creator; they have to contend with
insuperable obstacles ; the very sensitiveness of
.their spirit is a torturing disability. The selfish,
worldly, hard, brutal temperaments have almost
invariably a far better time of it in the world ; yet
both the exalted spirit and the brutal spirit are
undeniable facts; the, lofty, unselfish, pure spirit is
as real and existent as the vile and sensual spirit
Are we all under a lamentable mistake in the
matter? Is the heart of God more on the side
of what is noble and pure and enthusiastic than
it is on the side of what is base and vile; or is
it only the enthusiasts who think so ? If an en-
lightened nation is engaged in a war with a brutal
nation, do not the patriots on both sides pray with
equal fervour and hope to God to protect what
they call the right ? Do not both sides hope and
believe that he will support them and confound
their opponents ?

These are dark mysteries of thought; but if we
argue in the cold light of reason we dare not,
it seems, think that God has any favourites in
the battle. He silences the poet, he smites the
preacher down; while he sustains in wealth and
comfort and honour the man of low and selfish
ambitions. The Psalmist said that he saw the
wicked flourishing like a green bay-tree, and he
was pteased to observe a little after that he was
gone and that his place was no more to be found.